MAY 1, 2019
JUNE 9, 2019
MAY
2019
SIX

100%+
ROUND UP

WHAT MORE CAN WE DO?
We still have some time to submit membership cards. Our District is 7th in the
Department and 2nd in our Class 3 classification. From the beginning we have
been encouraging posts to utilize the 945 lists and to ask for help if needed. In
looking at the numbers some posts have been very active in working their
membership and others have become stagnant.
We understand that individuals get tired of hearing “Membership, membership,
membership!” and we get it, but guess what? We need membership to succeed,
we need membership to maintain our programs and we need membership to carry
out our mission! The mission, that was started 100 years ago and is still on-going,
as long as our nation is involved in preserving “Life, Liberty and Freedom!”
So again what more can we do? Western Section Commander John Fritz has
stated that if every Post Officer contacts 1 or 2 people every couple of days till the
end of May and retains them the job will get done. A few moments of time on the
phone or in person with a veteran can make a difference, they want to know they
matter to the American Legion and why. Let them know that they are needed, not
for the money but for their strength and their service to our country.
Currently our District breaks down in the following manner; 6 posts at 100% or
more; 9 posts needing 10 or less; 4 posts needing 20 or less; 2 posts needing 30 or
less and 4 posts needing 30 or more. To be honest those 15 combined posts
needing 30 or less can achieve 100% with a little effort. Pull out the membership
roster, make a calling schedule and make the calls. Look over the lists and check
on the membership, if individuals are having hardship have the post pay their dues.
You would be surprised of the number of members who have 40 or more years who
haven’t renewed, why? Maybe they are in a care facility and their family doesn’t
care about their membership but after 40 years that veteran surely cares!

Together, we make a difference
The American Legion was chartered and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as a patriotic veterans
organization devoted to mutual helpfulness. It is the nation's largest wartime veterans service
organization, committed to mentoring youth and sponsorship of wholesome programs in our
communities, advocating patriotism and honor, promoting strong national security, and continued
devotion to our fellow service members and veterans.
The American Legion's success depends entirely on active membership, participation and
volunteerism. The organization belongs to the people it serves and the communities in which it
thrives.
BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP
A Voice in our Nation's Capital
The American Legion is the nation's most influential, effective and dependable advocate of veteran
affairs fighting for better active-duty pay, improved housing for active-duty families and helping to
ensure that the VA's medical system can properly care for veterans.
Volunteer Opportunities
The American Legion offers volunteer opportunities that fulfill needs in local communities throughout
the country and beyond. The Legion and the Sons of The American Legion provide millions of hours
of free community service, assistance at VA medical facilities and help at military installations each
year.
Free Monthly Magazine
Our nation's leaders speak directly to citizens on the pages of The American Legion Magazine. The
American Legion's organizational goals are promoted using the words of talented writers, professional
journalists, and world leaders.
Member Discounts
Your membership gives you and your family practical, money-saving discounts that can easily save
you many times the cost of your annual membership dues.

Encourage members in doubt to go to https://www.legion.org/renew and review all of the services and
programs that the American Legion offers its members and veteran’s families.
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WORKING TOGETHER AS A TEAM WE ALL
CAN FINISH THE RACE AS WINNERS!

THE POST AND A SUPPLEMENTAL CHARTER – WHY IT’S NEEDED
The National Organization as well as the Department has been emphasizing for years that since the original
charter was issued, All Posts (even Paper Posts) need to incorporate, Supplemental Charter, under the laws
of its state for the sole purpose of protecting the officers and individual post members from liability in the
event of litigation against the Post. If you read the adjutants manual it specifically addresses the same:
Supplemental charters –
When a post becomes incorporated, it is necessary to apply for a supplemental charter. When a post
incorporates and changes its name, the change is usually enough for it to be considered by the government as
a new entity, thereby it may require another Employer Identification Number (EIN).
The incorporation of a post modifies the information sent in on the earlier inclusion letter reporting your EIN to
the national organization. The legal name of the post will appear on the incorporation papers or corporate
charter with the state in which it is located. A change in the name, even just adding “Inc.,” will be reported to
the IRS in September.
The national organization must maintain your correct, legal and accurate post name exactly as it appears on
the corporate charter from the state on this report to the IRS. Send any changes to National Headquarters so
the IRS records will remain up-to-date and the post can avoid any IRS issues.
When requesting a supplemental charter, fill the form out in triplicate. A copy of your Articles of Incorporation,
issued by the state, is a required attachment to the supplemental charter application, which is available from
your department office.
If the name of the Legion charter changes while a supplemental charter is in place, the supplemental charter
will be null and void. A new supplemental charter application and articles of incorporation will need to be
submitted to reflect the new name of the Legion charter.
When a post becomes incorporated and makes the appropriate application to National Headquarters as
evidence of this action, it will be issued a supplemental charter, properly attested by the duly authorized
officers of the department and National Headquarters.
Why Incorporate?
1. Incorporate a Nonprofit When You Want to Limit your Personal Liability from the Organization's
Activities
If it appears that your nonprofit organization may be the target of a lawsuit, or has the possibility of defaulting
on future loans, you may want to consider incorporating to limit potential personal liability. Just like regular
corporations, nonprofit corporations can be sued. However, like normal corporations, the members and
directors of nonprofit corporations are shielded from the liability of the nonprofit corporation. This means that
you can shield your personal assets (cars, bank accounts, homes) by incorporating your nonprofit organization.
2. Incorporate a Nonprofit When You Are Applying for Public or Private Grant Money
If your organization does not have tax-exempt status, you may be excluded from applying for many public and
private grants. Although you may be able to apply for and be granted tax-exempt status solely as an
organization or association, it will be harder to achieve the tax-exempt status that it would be if you
incorporated. Getting tax-exempt status as an association requires that you prepare and adopt a complicated
set of organizing papers and rules that govern the association's operation. In addition, in most situations, it is
easier to get the IRS to approve tax exempt status for a corporation than for an organization.
3. Incorporate a Nonprofit When You Will Solicit Tax-Deductible Donations or Contributions
When you incorporate your organization as a nonprofit corporation and are granted tax exempt status, gifts
and donations that are given to your corporation can be deducted from the donors' federal and state income
tax returns.

For example, let's say a charitable organization wants to sponsor a food drive that will help the local homeless
population get free meals. The organization already knows it has plenty of volunteers to help hand out the
food, but it wants to give back to the volunteers and it also needs to rent a space to hand out the food from.
There are plenty of wealthy individuals that may donate to the organization. If the organization incorporates as
a nonprofit and receives tax exempt status, it may be able to get more donations by allowing the donors to
apply their donation as tax-deductible on their tax returns.
4. Incorporate a Nonprofit When Your Association Makes a Profit from its Activities
If your nonprofit is already making a profit, or will make a profit, from engaging in its stated activities, your
organization could benefit significantly from incorporating. However, you must make sure that the money made
is related to the charitable activities of your organization. If the profit is so related, you will not have to
pay income tax, either federal or state.
More Benefits of a Nonprofit Corporation


Special Postage Rates: Nonprofit corporations can apply for a mailing permit that gives the right to
use a special, reduce postage rate for mailings. Nonprofits that expect to do a lot of solicitation by
mailing will benefit from this advantage.



Property Tax Exemptions: Another advantage is that nonprofit corporations are often exempt
from property taxes. To find out more about this, you should contact your county's assessor's office.

Common questions
Do the Articles of Incorporation that are provided by the state have to be a “certified” copy or just a
copy? – Answer - You do not have to have the articles of incorporation certified. Remember, you need to
have the forms in triplicate, and if so, all forms would have to be certified, so NO certification is needed on the
articles.
Does the post need to change its current EIN? – Answer - You do not have to get a new EIN number. If
you did, you would have to change everything in your Post and this would be a big headache. All Posts,
including paper posts, should have a supplemental charter.
Does a paper post need to have a supplemental charter? – Answer – Yes, all posts, paper and brick and
mortar, need to have the supplemental charter. If you meet on or off your premises, anything can happen and
our supplemental charter would insulate the current membership from being sued. If a Post refuses to acquire
a supplemental charter, they take on a great responsibility of losing everything including a law suit on each and
every member of their Post personally.

All posts within the district have until May 31, 2019 to complete and secure a
supplemental charter. This is a very simple process which requires very little time and
to further assist your post, District Deputy Tom Stachura will assist in the process. You
can contact Tom at 724-971-4989 (c) or 724-869-5971 (h) to schedule an appointment,
take advantage of the assistance.

May is Mental Health Awareness Month
Quality of care for Veteran’s includes raising awareness around important health topics. By highlighting some
of the national health awareness campaigns each month, Veterans can get ideas, information, and resources
on a variety of health matters.
May is Mental Health Awareness Month and we’re here to inform Veterans on the conditions that surround
mental health and how to seek help if you are risk.
Mental health problems can cause changes in thinking, feelings, behavior, and physical activity, but it can be
difficult to tell if you or your loved ones are impacted by a mental illness. Without seeking help, mental health
issues could potentially impact careers, families, social interactions, and overall health.
Some signs and symptoms of mental health conditions may include:
• Feeling nervous or very sad
• Weakness and muscle tension
• Headaches or other physical pain
• Irritability or anger
• Having less energy, motivation, or interests
• Problems functioning at home, work, or school
• Problems with attention, concentration, or memory
• Changes in sleep, appetite, weight, or intimate activities
• Feelings of guilt, worthlessness, helplessness, or hopelessness
• Unhealthy behaviors (misusing drugs, alcohol, food, or excessive spending to cope with stress)
Below are some of the common mental health conditions.
• Anxiety
• Bipolar Disorder
• Depression
• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)
• Schizophrenia
Along with the delivery of quality and effective treatment for mental health the VA also strives to provide the
best mental healthcare possible by focusing on research and recovery. VA offers a wide range of mental
health services. In fact, VA is the largest single provider of mental health care in the country.
What can you do? The most important thing to remember is to talk with your primary care or mental health
care provider when something is bothering you, or if you’re having any problems. Your health care team is
there to help you figure out what’s going on and what to do about it.
If you or a loved one is experiencing any of the symptoms associated with mental health disorders you owe it
to yourself and loved ones to get help. By knowing the risks and taking steps to get help we can bring our
loved ones and ourselves closer to living mentally-healthy lives!

Why Is Our District Failing In Securing Students For This Program?
Currently the 26th District has only 3 students enrolled in this year’s program, only 3 out of 25 posts. This is a
total disappointment and to honest it’s embarrassing to our district. What’s going on? Is your post making
contact with the schools? Boy Scouts and Girl Scout Troops? Church groups? ANYBODY?
The American Legion’s Boys State program stands among the most respected and selective educational
programs of government instruction for high school students. From its establishment in 1935 in reaction to
Young Pioneer Camps appearing in the US and bearing the same name as youth camps operating in several
socialist countries, Boys State has become highly respected throughout the country, both for the program and
its alumni.
Boys State is a week-long, hands-on civics class. It is a fully participatory and immersive program. Each young
citizen assumes roles in his municipal, county and state governments. Along with the political science focus of
the program, leadership experience is a significant benefit of this study of civics: Learning by both observing
and doing.
The KBS program has been operating in Pennsylvania for 76 years (KBS suspended for 3 years during WWII),
but we are concerned that there are too many high schools that are unfamiliar with the program and its
potential positive, life-changing impact on the lives of its “citizens”. Forty-nine states conduct this program and
graduate 20,000 young men annually.
Why aren’t we doing our part in promoting this program? If your post has a student and/or students interested
in attending this program, or your post can not afford to send a student let Vice Commander Carl Curtis know
immediately. As with everything we do as a district – we need to work together and most importantly we need
to communicate.

KEYSTONE BOYS/GIRLS STATE BUS
WESTERN SECTION
JUNE: 16 - JUNE 22, 2019
BUS LOCATIONS:

BADEN POST #641
271 State Street, Baden, Pa 15005
Phone: 724-869-0294
Bus Departure Time: 6:30am June 16, 2019
Bus Return: Late Afternoon June 22, 2019

LENZNER TOUR AND TRAVEL BUS GARAGE
110 Lenzner Ct, Sewickley, Pa 15143
Phone: 412-761-1985
Bus Departure Time: 7:00am June 16, 2019
Bus Return: Late Afternoon June 22, 2019

MONROEVILLE MIRACLE MILE SHOPPING CENTER
(behind the Chik-Fil-A)
4040 William Penn Hwy., Monroeville, Pa 15146
Bus Departure Time: 7:30am June 16, 2019
Bus Return: Late Afternoon June 22, 2019

COST:

$85.00

PAYMENT DEADLINE: JUNE 7, 2019

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:

ALLEGHENY COUNTY COMMITTEE

*****************(DO NOT MAIL THE BUS PAYMENT TO HARRISBURG)*****************

SEND PAYMENT TO:

Mr. Jeff Pope
4932 Havana Drive
Plum, Pa 15239
Home Phone: 412-795-7452
Cell: 412-607-4312
EMAIL: clanceyshome@yahoo.com

*ALL participants must send in the following Emergency Contact*
Information
STUDENT's NAME: ________________________________________________
CONTACT PHONE #: _______________________________________________
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME/#:________________________PH:______________
"DO NOT forget to CIRCLE your bus PICKUP location above"

PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE YOUTH WEEK
JUNE 9-15, 2019
YORK COLLEGE OF PENNSYLVANIA IN YORK, PENNSYLVANIA

PROGRAM OVERVIEW:
This is a six day camp used to introduce students interested in going into law enforcement or a branch of the armed
forces. Cadets march in platoon formation and participate in a drill competition. The program includes physical
training, forensics, canine, crime codes, SERT team, rock climbing, drug laws, radar, marksman course, and familiarity
with weapons. You should be physically fit, in good health, and have a good academic record to be able to
participate. THIS IS NOT A RECREATIONAL CAMP.
ELIGIBLITY:
Any female or male student who is between the ages of 15 -17 prior to entering the camp on June 11th. COST: Fee of
$175.00* includes meals and lodging. The fee is paid by the sponsoring post/unit or other civic group, and IS NONREFUNDABLE.

SPONSORED BY THE AMERICAN LEGION AND THE
PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE AND
PA NATIONAL GUARD FOR THE 49TH YEAR

Robert E. John
After graduating from Chambersburg Area Senior High School in June 1967, I attended Shippensburg
State College (now called Shippensburg University) until November 1968. After much soul searching and
deliberation, at that time I decided to enlist in the Air Force rather than face the possibility of being
drafted into the Army or Marine Corps.
I was sent to Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, Texas for basic training and from there I went to
Chanute Air Force Base, Rantoul, Illinois for 42 weeks of technical training in Minuteman Missile
Electronics. My duty station turned out to be Minot Air Force Base in Minot, North Dakota, a SAC Base,
where I worked tending to Minuteman III Missile electronic systems and trying not to freeze to death. I
met my future wife there who was attending Minot State College.
After leaving the Air Force in 1972, I spent 35 years in the Drinking Water Industry, first as Laboratory
Director at the Borough of Chambersburg Water Treatment Plant for 10 years and for 25 years, up until
November 2009, as Manager of the Bear Valley Water Authority, located just west of Chambersburg. I
operated a one-man leak detection business for three years after that. I am now retired and live in
Chambersburg with Norlynn, my wife of 44 years. I have a 42 year old daughter, Jessica, and a 38 year
old son, Dustin.
Positions that I’ve held in the American Legion include various offices at my local Post in Chambersburg,
including 2 years as Post Commander and, until recently, as Post Adjutant. I was Franklin-Fulton BiCounty Commander for 1 year. I served 2 years as 22nd District (Fulton, Franklin, Adams and York
Counties) Commander, 2 years after that as District Adjutant and I had been District Finance Officer
from December 2015 until January 2019. I was elected Department of Pennsylvania Vice Commander for
the Central Section for 2014-15. I have held committee appointments at the National level, including
the Foreign Relations Council and Americanism Council. I have been the High School Oratorical Program
Chairman for the Department of Pennsylvania for five out of the last seven years, including 2018-19 and
have been chairman of the Department Convention Liaison Committee for the past 3 years, which
includes 2018-19.

Commanders/Adjutants,
As a reminder, if you have attained 100% +1 in Membership and want to be considered for
the Commander or Adjutant of the Year for the District, Please complete the application and
have them to me no later than May 20th.
A Committee of no less than 3 Past District Commanders will meet at the Butler County
Legion Picnic in early June where we will discuss the applications and select the Post
Commander and Adjutant of the Year. If you have any questions feel free to contact me.
Thank you,
Carl Curtis
District Vice Commander

SICK CALL
Donovan Grom, Commander - Wampum Post 749
John Schotsch, Adjutant - Wampum Post 749
Charles Steinke, Adjutant - Mars Post 787
William Schafer – Lawrence County Commander
Steve Crano – PDC – Ambridge Post 341

26th DISTRICT CAUCUS
SUNDAY – JUNE 23, 2019
1300 HOURS
Paul Luther Geissenhainer Post 474
308 W New Castle Street
Zelienople, PA 16053
724-452-4750

ALL POSTS ARE RESPONSIBLE
TO SEND REPRESENTATION
TO THIS MEETING

